Activities of the Hungarian Meteorological Service (HMS)

Report for the 8th ICEED Meeting, 29th-30th September 2008, Podgorica
Since last ICEED some important changes occurred at HMS. At 2007, 15th November 
Dr. László Bozó was elected to the new president of HMS. He is the member of Hungarian Academy of Science and specialist in air chemistry. Dr. Zoltán Dunkel became adviser. The staff of the Institute was reduced to 212 during 2007. It was the largest staff reduction in the last decade. 

Negotiations concerning the full membership in EUMETSAT are proceeding. Hungarian delegation had a visit at 5th December 2007 in Darmstadt. Next talks were held at 24th January in Budapest. Due the decision of the Hungarian prime minister the financial contributions of Hungary including the entry free and annual contributions had been covered by 2010. Promulgation of Government Decree on accession to the EUMETSAT Convention and its amendments was published on 8 August 2008. The Parliament is going to vote in some weeks about the Protocol on Privileges and immunities. The connection process was running as planned, it is realistic to achieve the full membership of the Republic of Hungary by 1 January 2009.
HMS is the member of about twenty international organizations including ECMWF, ECOMET, ALADIN, RC LACE, GEO, EMEP and EUMETNET. Dr. András Horányi was elected to the project manager of EUMETNET SRNWP Programme. HMS have been participating in METEOALARM since last March. The domestic alarm system (http://www.met.hu/hunalarm/) became successful and popular in Hungary. As a consequence of 20th August 2006 a governmental committee (so called Operative Body) was established in order to avoid damages during national feasts. Representative of HMS is the permanent member of the team. The new system proved extremely useful during the last events.

All of the meteorological COST actions have active members from HMS. We are involved in some EU project, e.g. CECILIA, CLAVIER, CARBONPRO. 

Currently HMS has 90 automatic weather stations, 16 main stations, about 500 rain gauge stations, 3 radars, 1 sodar, 1 wind profiler and 5 lighting detection stations. Last year we started to change the traditional data collection system to the internet based GPRS techniques. There are several measured data (and products) available free on internet (www.met.hu) including radiological data, PM10 data, ozone, only in summer UV-B measurements and forecast etc.

We have contracts with Hungarian Military Service, and hydrological authority VITUKI Ltd. One of our most important partners is the Civil Aviation represented by HungaroControl and Budapest Airport Ltds. HMS is responsible for preparing weather forecast operationally for five international domestic airports. Negotiations are going on due to the unresolved financial matters. Concerning the Single European Sky initiatives we have got the certification in aviation meteorology but we have not been appointed yet as met provider. Our Institute satisfied the necessary quality insurance and applied again for certificate status for meteorological services to aviation. 

HMS hosted several meetings including EUMETSAT Workshop training workshop on MSG applications in nowcasting and merging use of satellite and radar data held at 8-12 October 2007 in Budapest. In January LACE workshop and in November ALADIN meeting on data assimilation were organized by our colleagues. Three days Regional Climate modelling workshop was held in 4th-6th February 2008. WINDPROF and EUMETSAT SAF course in April.
A new Customer Service Department was established with seven employees last year. Their main purposes are to broaden the visibilities of our activities for media and public, on the other hand to harmonize our commercial activities and to handle the problems regularly arising with private meteorological companies.

The Green House Gas Inventory Division has been established two years ago as a new unit in our institute. Hungary is the single country in Europe to use the flexible mechanism in the framework of Kyoto Protocol.

At the moment four colleagues work abroad, two of them are employed at ECMWF in Reading, and one takes part in IPY Program in Norway. A young scientist prepares his PhD at ETH Zürich.

Last ICCED meeting was held in Budapest in April. Participants agreed to organize a meeting on some questions in the framework of a common ICCED and ICEED meeting. According to this decision we would like to invite the chairman of ICEED to the next meeting to be held in Poland 16-18 March, 2009.
Budapest, 24th September, 2008

Dr. László Bozó

President of HMS and PR of Hungarian with WMO
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